Women of the Midwe

“Loving God, reaching women, together growing in G$tr”

Community Impact

This is the third in a series of articles on key elements in
relevant women’s ministries.

Soul’s Harbor Glendyne Gerrard
Embracing a New Perspective

Impacting Communities

“ . ” A question that forces us to grapple with how inthdaeve are
Love is a Verb in our communities is, “Would the community noti€eur church or
women’s ministries didn’t exist?” That questiomaaake us uncom-
; fortable. But, being uncomfortable is not a baatplto be. It's the

Soul's Harbor starting place to move us to action.

Reflections and Photos Have we taken time to prayerfully consider how \aa make a

difference in the communities where we are? Jeassasked us to go

“2nd Chances * into the world with the message of the gospel -hibyge of the world.

. | . He’s put loving our neighbor right alongside loviGgd. We all agree
Int[emanon_a F_)rOJeCt with that. The question is, who is my neighbor arét does it look
Midwest District Tour like to love her?

Coffee House When we look at Jesus’ response to the expereiteth in the

story of the good Samaritan (Luke 10), we comenmerstand that a
neighbor is one in need and being a good neigimheans walking
with the person in need to a place of health andleviess. That re-
quires being up close and personal with those & néiow many re-
lationships do we have with marginalized and ngsshple in our
communities? Rodolpho Carrasco says in “Some BlabiHighly
Effective Justice Workers” “The best way to getseloto doing justice
for the poor is, quite simply, to get closer.”

If these are things you have never considered,sharew ideas on
how to get started.

Retreat “Stays Home”

District Project
Montreal Lake

(cont'd on page 2)



1. Bring the women in your church together to digedow any of them are already in-
volved in their communities. You will be surprisadwhat you find out. It may be that
through one of their established community conoesti you may find greater opporty
nities to build on a relationship that already &xis

2. Focus on a study of what the Bible has to sayiathis. God’s Word convicts, teachgs,
motivates and guides us. A study that encouragegipation in God’s agenda will
result in transformation in us and in our commusiti Check out
www.ChristianBibleStudies.cofior A Counterculture for the Common Goedt’s a
series of 6 studies that will challenge and mo&wadu.

3. Do some research in your city or community oerghand what the needs are. Taking-a

trip to the local soup kitchen, food bank or wongeshelter is a good place to start. Just pickpgaur local
newspaper will alert you to needs that you maydyg able to address.

Make a decision to take one step towards commimipact this year. Even if it's just accomplishimgmber one o
two above.

Don't wait for someone else to take the lead. DatGod is asking you to do.

It's wonderful to hear of communities that are lgeimpacted through women’s ministries. A group\imnipeg is
meeting the needs of pregnant teens which has dpkaaloors for involvement in a teen parentingsk the local
high school. A ministry in Vancouver is focusing the sex trade by coming alongside prostitutesyiging rehab
groups for johns and pushing for reform in ourldisvs. What started out as a weekly Bible stutdy @omen’s sheltg
led to involvement with sex trade workers in dowmtoGrande Prairie. Another group in Ontario is timgethe signifi-
cant needs of one family in their community. Alltlbese ministries began because someone openegédmto the
needs God was showing her in her community.

Would these communities notice if these churche®gwet there? Absolutely YES!!
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SOUL'S HARBOUR

Opening the Doors of Hope

“The visit to Soul’'s Harbour/Rescue
Mission was a highlight of our week-
end together .”

Even though I live in Regina and have served aSingp
Kitchen, | had no idea about the vastness of theces offered
to people in need in our community. Not only dibeseet
immediate needs, but it also provides a path fop|geto change
and grow and leave behind the circumstances thdtiadering
their lives. The vision of Directors, Ken and Métle Porter is
incredible. They have been blessed with the glititook at the ordinary and see the extraordindiyere is no
doubt in my mind that God is at work here. Pr&sal! Danae Heywood, Regina Network

Mid-January, the District Women’s Leadership tdaored and
served supper at Soul's Harbour Rescue Missioregirfa. The tour of
buildings and ministries took about 2 %2 hours. €tirvg among build-
ings, we heard accounts of God’s work in bringingent ministries to-
gether and plans for expansion of facilities, nimes and lives helped in
real and practical ways. The mission offered adlthigbrograms, shelters,
training, Biblical teaching, food, clothing, frieslip and a church fam-
ily... the day care & youth centre are scheduledegitin February.
| was impressed, amazed and humbled. (cont’d on page 3)



Throughout the tour, my heart was touched to heesess stories of several who have recovered fdutitt#ons,
are living well and strong and giving back to tmegram by helping others. Each gave praise tofGoHis help in
their recovery. We saw volunteers throughoutdne who have been offering help for many yearshEshared with
humility and enthusiasm the blessing that comels setving others.

Matthew 25:30: “In as much as you have done it to the least ad¢hmy brothers, you have done it to me.”
Jesus said that.

So, what now... as | drive the 5 hours back to mypétown? | don’t want to put this experience on‘shelf’ so
to speak and remember it fondly. | want to growsénving Jesus...seeing others through His eyes...rtethose in
need from our communities, provinces and worldwillés my desire to make a difference and shaeeitifiormation
and opportunity with others in my network and clundio may want to do the same. Maybe there withfy@ortuni-
ties for us to serve together. When justice anccynseem so close to the heart of our Saviour, camesponse be
any less? Jeremiah 29:23-24 Psalm 140:12 Marilyn Kirk, SaskWest Rep

Restored Lives.

We had the privilege of meeting Doug, Natasha?, Bed,@eorge. These are all names of
people whose lives have been transformed and eestbrough Soul's Harbour ministry. Doug
and George are graduates and Natasha is in Lexfah® Mission's recovery program. She has
just begun working in a Sr. Care home, somethimgsslways wanted to do. Bea has just fin-
ished her fourth month as the head cook at Soulbdda
Mission House's Soup Kitchen. All four are quiokctedit
the change in their lives to the supernatural hggdower of
Jesus Christ and speak easily and naturally abeirtfaith
journey. Because of Him, they've seen their dygand self

respect restored, and have been given a new skpegoose and hope. They are
very appreciative, give credit to, and are proudddnvolved in or to be graduates
of the Rescue Mission's Recovery Programs. Fantlthis ministry has been life
saving and they are all committed to giving backir community and to the
residents/clients of Souls Harbour ministry.

Investment into the lives of othersSouls Harbour ministry has been blessed with
generous donations and grants. However, what itegane the most, was the per-
sonal investment some of the founding membersisftimistry have made. They
have made personal sacrifices such as selling hangesashing in RRSP's in order to
invest into the mission. They've also investedratess hours of time and energy for
the purpose of reaching out to the poor and thdyethe city of Regina. They
really do believe that people matter more tharf stisfit any wonder that God has
blessed them with facilities and opportunities gegm tailor made to fit their vision

and purpose? They really are living out the psanthat "nothing is impossible with God". You kit help but be
inspired by their faith, energy, and commitmenth®ir ministry at Souls Harbour. More than that,ouldn't help
but know that they serve a really big God. Karen McKenzie, Saskatoon Rep




Love is a Verb Ministry

Love in a Different Way

Three years ago as | met with my women’s minisggnt  we were trying to come up with a
Valentines Day event. We knew that it was impdrfanthis event to fall under our Vision and Puspo
statements but were struggling as to what our th&tmeld be. After much discussion one of my tean
members mentioned that we should think of a walgacould reach out to our community,

Right away we all loved the idea. As our discusprogressed we decided that we could show
love in a different way by having a baby showehisTshower would be for one of the teen gals in the
local high school who was expecting a baby. Onmpteam members had a contact in the school ar{d
she was willing to work with us and let us knowaagal that we could bless.

Our church ladies caught the vision and we heddaaver in her honour. We played games and ate
food just like at a normal baby shower. We alst Aspeaker come from the Crises Pregnancy Centfe

and share her testimony.

This young gal did not know that we were doihig for her until our contact gave her the giftdsathat we had pur-
chased. When she had the baby we put a birth aeement in the bulletin. No names were used butvere thrilled to know the
details of the baby and that this young lady andblaby were blessed.

After that shower we decided that we would ligétess more than just one gal. | came acrossiariisement for the
welcome wagon and God gave me the idea of credtiagy welcome baskets” and giving them to thesengagals. We then de-
cided to name this new ministkpve is a Verh

Last February we held another shower and raised$400.00. Many of our ladies made blanketss,tioirp pads, hats
and booties to donate to these baskets. We chyalieour ladies to keep their eyes and ears optreinneighbourhoods and at
their workplace so they could let us know if theyre across any gals that we could bless.

The women who was our contact at the schoolk@tind as time went on it became very clear that@re going to
have to find another way to locate these gals. €aded to nudge me to go speak to the councititiie same local high school.| |
met with her and she invited the teacher from émeilfy planning class to join us. | did not knovatka class like that even existedl.
God totally used that meeting to show us that lterhare plans for us.

Both of these ladies had heard of what we hae donthe gal in the past and were so gratefue gve me some ideak
of how we could help out with her class. This falme of our ladies volunteered in her class agdliewere making baby blanke
We also collected gently used books for their neggirogram. We hope to be able to help with angtheject this spring.
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Now that | have shared our ministry with her sliklet me know when there is another gal thataae bless with a bally
welcome basket. She also gave me the name ofli& pelalth nurse to contact. | did this and of sauthere is the privacy act to
consider but the nurse did tell me that we can ngke pamphlet that can be given to the gals agyldhn then contact us.

It was after my meeting at the high school thaalized this ministry was going to grow into mehan just delivering
“baby welcome baskets’. We now have a team otkdiho will be praying and seeking God’s leadingew ideas are born. The
public health nurse supports us and is willingdagme along side of us. We feel God is going toth&eministry in ways that we
cannot imagine. That is how he has led us sorfdvae are excited to see what he has in storestoQur prayer is that God will be
glorified as we show love in a different way.

Sarah Janz, Transcona Alliance Church, Winnipegj MB

2nd Chances ~ International Women'’s Project Tour

Casa Blanca,” a property in the north of Quitd wé the center for two developing ministries,eert preg-
nancy center and a sewing factory which will becdhgecentre of the 2nd Chances Project.

The ministries, aimed at women who are desperatenaive, will provide positive alternatives foethfu-

tures. A Teen Pregnancy Centre will give young wara second chance to carry their babies to fut tend

learn how to be good mothers. The Sewing Factdhhelp women who have been released from prison an honourable in-
come.

Rich and Elisa Brown and their 4 children are travdling across our District. They are the International Workers respons
for the teen pregnancy center and sewing factaufed in our % Chances project. Here’s theiinistry schedule: Tuesday,
April 6 at Cornerstone, Winnipeg, MB; Wednesday, Apil 7 at Virden, MB; Friday, April 9 at Strasbourg, SK; Sunday a.m.,
April 11 at Moose Jaw, SK; Sunday p.m., April 11 at.iving Hope, Regina, SK. If you're in the vicinity of these locations, yo
will not want to miss! Se2nd ChancesCoffee House notice on back page for more info.
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2010 Women's Ministries District Project

‘Minahik Wasau’

Cree for “bay of Spruce”
Montreal Lake Fellowship Gospel Chapel

Helping the people of
Minahik Wasau
complete their new
multi-purpose
fellowship chapel.

GOAL $20,000
Deadline: July 31,
2010

www.cma-cmd/ministries/women
Please send funds for this project directly to thiMidwest District

Home church location good choice for Strasbourg Retreat

Strasbourg’s women'’s retreat was a huge successth®me for the weekend was "Walking With Jes\&'e started on Fri-
day night with registration at 6:30 and then hambaple of ice breaker games. We had some skitsigfmout the weekend which
turned out to be wonderful. Donna Lonie was inrghaof that area and she did an amazing job. Weee hilarious and so well
suited to our theme. On Friday evening our lasvigtfor the night before the ladies went home wasvatch a movie. We have
been going through the Janette Oke "Love ComedySatiries of movies and this year we were on vi#éo One of the neat
things that we did over the weekend (2 on Fridayhhand one on Saturday) was interview 3 of ouiekffom our congrega-
tion about their walk with God. One of our minjsteam members was the interviewer and she had gieme questions ahead ¢
time to these women so they could be preparedadta wonderful way to get to know these ladiesematimately. Glenda Lees
spoke twice on Saturday and we followed up witltaésion times after both of her speaking timeses&hwere wonderful times ¢
intimate fellowship - the ladies didn't want tostaliscussing”!! We did something different thisay in the fact that with holding
at the Church we didn't have a caterer for our seat we (the ministry team) provided a continehtabkfast and lunch for the
ladies and then we ordered in Chinese Food foresufppm our local Chinese Food Restaurant. Saderto have help at meal
times, we divided all the ladies into "work groupg'help out with meal prep, table set up and clganThey didn't seem to mind
at all and it gave the ladies a time to visit asyttvorked together. We identified these work gsoap their name tags. Our nam
tag was in the shape of a foot and the toe naite wainted different colors according to their wgrkup! It worked well!

One of our ladies is a "Living Books" rep so shd har display of books and various other thingsstde throughout the
weekend. This was the first year that we have hétdour Church rather than at the StrasbourdeBiamp, which is a wonderfu
setting for a Retreat. We wanted to try it at@kaurch to see if some of our elderly ladies wouche knowing that they could
sleep in their own beds. It seems to have bedp quccessful The majority of responses were pesjtive with holding it in the
Church and we did have quite a few elderly lad@®& and enjoy it immensely - ones that wouldn'ehayme had it been at the
camp. So all in all, it was a wonderful, succeksdtreat. It certainly is a lot of work but so soit when you see the ladies enjo
ing themselves so much. We had quite a few "fins¢" women and of course, that too is a very pasithing for us.
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Marilyn Danielson, Strasbourg Alliance Church,

Canadian Midwest District Women - The Christian ard Missionary Alliance
Glendyne Gerrard, Director - 306-586-3549 - glendyg@cma-cmd.ca
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