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Dear Alliance Women Midwest
District:

| am this year’s recipient
of the Alliance Women Midwest
District Scholarship. | want to
thank you setting up the memo-
rial scholarship. | am pleased to
put it towards my studies at
Ambrose.

| am currently enrolled
in the Bachelor of Theology—
Youth program at Ambrose. It
has taken me a few years to nar-
row down my career options and
acknowledge that | want to work
with youth for the next few
years. In the past few years |
have lived in Regina, Quebec
City, Vernon and now
Calgary. What has remained
constant during these transitions
has been church/youth ministry
involvement and my passion for
developing relationships, leader-
ship development and
discipleship among high school
students. | am not sure what the
end of the story holds for me—
youth pastor, camp worker,
youth centre worker—but | am
confident that this is where God
is leading me. | originally

| grew up on a farmin
south eastern Saskatchewan in a
Christian home. My dad took
the farm over when his father
passed away and my grandfather
took over the farm from my
great-grandfather who
homesteaded the land. He
moved west from Ontario as a
young man whose family had
immigrated from Scotland when
he was a boy. My dad came to
know the Lord in his twenties,
eventually married and my
parents have raised us in the
faith that is special to people
whose entire income depends on
the land and the weather. Our
local church was very small and
did not have a youth group. |
went to CBC to take ACCESS
right after high school. In the
fall of 2001, | moved to Quebec
City to learn French. | attended
Levis Alliance Church and it did
not take long before | got
involved in the youth ministry
there. Until the spring of 2004 |
worked closely with Troy and
Lorilei Weisner to establish a
youth group where future youth

leaders could be trained to carry
on the ministry. | have worked
for 9 summers full-time in camp
ministry, first at Kenosee Lake
Bible Camp and then at Eagle
Bay Camp in BC. For five years
| was a team member
responsible for the leadership
development programs for high
school students. |was also a
cabin leader and the office
administrator. This summer will
be my first time not working at
camp. It was time to move on,
but I will miss the constant
activity. | have been working
with autistic teenagers this past
year and a half and am
currently working in housekeep-
ing at Ambrose for the summer
months.

Thank you again for
your generosity!

Sincerely,
Alison Wilson

choose CBC because of the one
year program it offered and |
completed my first year there in
1999-2000. | came back be-
cause of the connections | have
made here and the quality of the
courses and faculty. Currently, |
have one class left plus my
internship. It's hard to believe |
am almost done. | completed
my New Testament Greek
studies this semester which was
one of my major goals in
coming back to school.
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Downloadable promotional tools at
www.allwomensministries.ca
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Three years ago | felt God calling me to take on
the responsibility of leading our Women’s Ministry.
| had no idea of how God was going to direct me
but | knew he would lead me down an exciting
path.

The first year | led | knew | needed a team. |
prayed about it and God impressed upon me that |
should choose a lady from each age group in our
church. This was done so that we could brain
storm and figure out what the needs were in our
own church community and the community around
us. We had good brain storming meetings and
some of our ministries that we have today were
birthed from those sessions.

I still did not know how it was all going to shake
out. | met with Cheryl Peitsch, the network
facilitator for Winnipeg. She explained networks
and invited me to be part of it. That spring
Glendyne came to Winnipeg and did a seminar on
how to get a women’s ministry started and WOW!
I am truly amazed at God’s timing.

Myself and one team member gleaned all that we
could from that seminar. Cheryl also took this
material and has used it at our WM Network
meetings to help us develop our own ministries in
our churches. This has been a huge asset to my
team and me.

We now have a purpose and a vision for our
women'’s ministry. It is exciting and freeing to
know that we are heading in the direction that God
wants us to. Without a vision and a purpose, we
were floundering big time and were beating
ourselves up trying to come up with events that
would just fall flat.

| also enjoy meeting with the other ladies from our
other churches. We are becoming a great support
to each other through networking.

| just recently had the privilege of sitting down with
my mother in law, who is ministering to Russian
immigrants in Morden, MB. The women in this
church wanted to start a women’s ministry. Be-
cause of their culture and language batrrier, this
will not be an easy task. | was able to show her
things | learned through my network and give her
something to start with as she helps these ladies.

God is so good.
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Regina Network
Contact Danae Heywood 789-4557
Meeting—October 16, 17

Saskatoon Network
Contact Karen McKenzie 978-0738
Meeting—October 3

SK West Network
Contact Marilyn Kirk 372-4544
Meeting—October 16, 17

Winnipeg Network
Contact Cheryl Peitsch 667-3429
Meeting—TBA




