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Ron has good experience and strong connections 
that will serve him well in this new responsibil-
ity.  He was a member of a church planting team 
in British Columbia early in his ministry years, 
was part of a growing ministry team in Calgary 
for many years, and has served most recently at 
Prince Albert Alliance Church as the lead 
pastor.  Ron is originally from Saskatoon and 
understands and appreciates life on the 
prairies.  During his time in Prince Albert,  Ron 
was involved extensively with First  Nations 
ministries, with Ivan Harper at New Life Indian 
Alliance Fellowship in Prince Albert and with 
Cliff Bird at Fellowship Gospel Chapel in 
Montreal Lake.  

Ron will wear the Sea to Sea ‘hat’ in our District, 
working with new church plants and planters, 
prospective church plants and planters, all 
churches to help them set multiplication goals 

and broker relation-
ships for more church 
plants, and the District 
Sea to Sea Catalyst 
Team.  Our goal is to 
plant two churches per 
year over five years, 
with half of the total 
number to be First 
Nations churches.    
Ron has been in ministry for 25 years and is 
married to LeeAnn;  they have three children all 
in post-secondary education.  Please pray for a 
smooth transition to Regina in the coming 
months, including acquiring suitable housing.  
Al and Shauna and I look forward to having Ron 
join us June 1st on the District Team.       

Doug Gerrard, Superintendent 
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District Welcome.. 

CARRYING THE OLYMPIC TORCH 
“…..the indescribable rush of carrying the Olympic torch doesn’t even com-
pare to being forgiven from sin, following Christ and proclaiming God's 
goodness with others.”     Pastor Tyler Rody, Virden Alliance     

   Messenger 

“Our attempts to advance the Kingdom of God continue to move 
forward.  I am very pleased to announce that the position of District 
Director of Church Initiatives will be filled by Rev. Ron Goerzen.” 



Seventy-eight participants from the Canadian Midwest District will be 
attending Assembly 2010 in Antalya, Turkey on March 16-20.   
Participants consist of 22 lay delegates, 39 official workers, six 
intercessors and 11 other delegates.  The total number of Assembly 
participants registered from all districts is 782. 

Reminders for Assembly participants: 
·Make sure you have $60 USD  cash on hand upon arrival in Turkey to 

purchase a Turkish visa stamp before entering passport and customs 
control.  This applies whether you are arriving at Istanbul or flying direct 
to Antalya.  It is best to have the exact amount in U.S. dollars for each 
traveler in your party in order to speed up your arrival in country.  
Arriving without it will cause difficulties that should be avoided. 

·Review and think about security issues related to technology and  
its communication options such as blogging, Twitter, etc., and use wise 
discretion in this less “open” environment. 

·MBA, “Moving Beyond Antalya ,” the motivation and 
transformational theme behind Assembly 2010, will host a new on-line 
sharing “platform” by the same name to be launched during assembly.  

The MBA Program is inviting assembly participants to share their 
individual stories and experiences from Assembly and their Road Trips as 
they occur through photos, videos, and personal stories.   Watch for more 
information from the National Ministry Centre on how you can connect 
from Assembly or your Road Trip and “upload” your personal experiences 
and/or share across the Alliance Family. 
 ·For those  traveling to General Assembly and possibly a missions trip 
here is the information regarding our out of country coverage: 
 ·You must have your Green Shield card and your Provincial health card 
numbers with you! 
 ·Your Green Shield card will provide you with the emergency number to 
call if you require emergency health care.  The phone number in Canada 
and the United States is 1-800-936-6226 and outside of Canada/US the 
collect phone number is 0-519-742-3556.  
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Several downloadable files are available for use from the national CMA 

website at www.cmalliance.ca  on the 50 Days of Prayer, scheduled for 
February 14 - April 4, 2010.  These can be used as resources for your 
church and/or prayer groups . The theme this year is "The Nations as an 
Inheritance".  “It is not that we seek God, but that God seeks out interces-
sors to pray out what needs to be accomplished in winning nations for the 
glory of God. God brings things about by requiring that his Body, the con-
tainer of his Spirit, pray things into existence.”  

Foundations for Ministry  
Certificate 
 
Ambrose University College and the Canadian Mid-
west District present the:  Foundations for Ministry 
Certificate.  This program provides basic preparation 

for church workers by offering seminar courses in an intensive format 
across Canada.  The emphasis is on practical application in a range of 
ministry settings. 
 
Course Title:  Multiple Staff Relationships 
This course will be a relevant examination of the dynamics of interper-
sonal relationships within the context of a church multiple staff, in an 
attempt to answer the question(s) “What does it take to thrive, not just 
survive as an associate staff member in the local church, and how can a 
person get to that point?”  Special attention will be paid to eight aspects 
that assist a staff team to thrive and find satisfaction in a multiple staff 
team, regardless of which “chair” you may sit. Some lead pastors will hear 
what their staff are thinking, believing and articulating while staff may 
finally hear what the lead pastor is attempting in church ministry. 
Instructor:  Tim Moore 
Tim Moore, D. Min., is the Associate Professor of Youth Ministry and 
Campus Pastor at Ambrose University College.  Tim is ordained with the 
C&MA.  
Dates:  May 7 – 8, 2010,  
 Friday, 6:30-9:30 p.m.,  Saturday, 8:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.  
Cost:  $250.00 (Credit), $50.00 (Audit) 
Location:  Rosewood Park Alliance Church (Courtney Street & Whelan 
Drive) in Regina 
Deadline for Application and payment:  April 30, 2010 
Please contact the Midwest District Office at office@cma-cmd.ca or call 
306-586-3549 for an application form. 

Personal Formation and Development 

If you are interested in participating in Life2Go, please contact 
the Midwest District Ministry Centre at 306-586-3549 or e-mail 
office@cma-cmd.ca for log-in information in order to set-up 
your personalized program.  The program is available to all  
credentialed workers and their spouses. 



The 2010 Olympic Winter Games were held in Vancouver and 
Whistler. And as is tradition, the Olympic torch relay begun in 
preparation for the games. It started in Olympia, Greece and travelled 
through Canada in what would be the longest torch relay in the history 
of the Olympic games. Starting in Victoria, traveling up the West 

Coast, across northern Canada to the 
East Coast, making its way to through 
Ontario, the Prairies, and ultimately 
making its way West arriving in 
Vancouver on Feb. 12, 2010. The torch 
relay took place over 106 days, was 
carried by over 12,000 torchbearers 
and traveled over 45,000 kilometers.  
 In the summer of 2009 I noticed 
commercials on TV advertising opportu-
nities to carry the Olympic torch through 
Coke and the Royal Bank of Canada. I 

thought that this would be an awesome opportunity to be a part of this 
worldwide historic tradition so I applied through both Coke and RBC 
websites. I encouraged many people to do the same and sign-up for this 
opportunity of a lifetime. Many people seemed excited by the opportunity, 
but I was surprised by how few people would be bothered to take five 
minutes to sign-up online.  

In July I received an e-mail from Coke inviting me to submit a short 
essay focusing on active living and being environmentally friendly. Being 
in youth ministry made it quite easy to write this essay as we host many 
activities that encourage kids to live active and be respectful to God’s 
beautiful creation.  

I anxiously awaited a response but as September came and went I 
assumed that I had not been accepted to become a torchbearer. Much to 
my surprise I receive a congratulatory e-mail just before Thanksgiving and 
would carry the Olympic torch somewhere between Winnipeg, Winkler, 
and Portage la Prairie.  

I was extremely excited at the opportunity to carry the Olympic 
flame.  Not only would this be an amazing and rare opportunity to be 
involved in the Olympic games, but I also anxiously anticipated how I 
would be able to let my light shine in our community and give God all the 
glory for all the great things he has done in my life. For me personally, the 
Olympic torch relay has an extra special meaning. 

When I was four years old I was very sick and only weighed 24 
pounds. My body was unable to keep food down and my condition was 

very serious. During this time, the Olympic torch passed through my 
hometown of Lloydminster, AB. However, because of my potentially 
terminal condition, I was unable to see the torch relay.  

But now, 22 years after the Calgary Olympic games and torch relay, 
I truly thank God that I am alive and able to take part in the torch relay for 
the 2010 Olympic games. I carried the Olympic torch on January 7, 2010 
in Roland, Manitoba. This experience has opened up the opportunity to 
utilize the relationships that I have been building in our community over 
the past five years, to share my story with all the Jr. High and Elementary 
kids (about 500) in our community and to be a part of our community 
celebration. It also opened the door to share my story and read a book 
from our church's library as the elementary schools kicked off "I love to 
read" month.  

Many people describe carrying the Olympic torch as a “once in a 
lifetime opportunity” and “so amazing it cannot be put into words.” I 
would definitely agree that it was a great and monumental occasion. And 
wow, was it cold! Minus 42 with the wind chill! However, the indescrib-
able rush of carrying the 
Olympic torch doesn’t even 
compare to being forgiven 
from sin, following Christ and 
proclaiming God's goodness 
with others.  

I knew quite a few 
people who, after realizing 
how easy it was, were jealous 
and somewhat regretful that they didn’t apply to carry the Olympic torch. 
The truth is, many people will sit idly by while life passes them by and 
they miss out on many monumental opportunities. But I hope and pray 
that the Olympic games will continue to live on not because of the medals 
won or lost, or because of the Olympic torch, but because men and women 
around our country were able to let their lights shine and give glory to God 
for His great love for us. 

Matthew 5:16 “ In the same way, let your light shine before men, 
that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”  

One Royal Bank commercial says, “Funny how one flame can light 
up a nation.” But I say, “Isn’t it amazing how much God loves us so that 
through Jesus Christ, men and women from every tribe and nation can 
stand with one voice and say ‘Our God Reigns!’ ” 

 

Carrying the Torch 
By Tyler Rody, Youth Pastor, Virden Alliance Church 

“Casa Blanca” 2009-2010 
National  Women’s Ministries  

International  Project  
Quito, Ecuador. 

“Casa Blanca,” a property in the north of 

Quito, will be the center for two developing 

ministries, a teen pregnancy center and a sewing factory. 
 The ministries, aimed at women who are desperate and naïve, 

will provide positive alternatives for their futures.                          

 The Teen Pregnancy Centre will give young women a second 

chance to carry their babies to full term and learn how to be good 

mothers.  The Sewing Factory will help women who have been 
released from prison earn an honorable income.   A national goal 

of $150,000 has been set for this project, with a district goal of 

$50,000 needed by June 30, 2010.  Thank you for your participa-

tion.  Check out www.allwomensministries.ca   for promo-
tional information or call Glendyne Gerrard at 306-586-3549. 



 

Midwest District Workers Retreat ~ “Best Ever” 
February 1 ~ 4, 2010 

Elkhorn Resort & Conference Centre, Onanole, Manitoba 

Retreat  Messages  
 
 Skye Jethani and Judy Wiebe’s 
messages will be posted on the  
District website:  www.cma-cmd.ca 
in early March.  The District Ministry 
Centre will send an e-mail notice 
when the messages are posted. 

Photos courtesy of Tim Archer and Mike Newson 



 

 Refined/Undignified is a passionate group of people who want to impact 
lives through the power of performing arts. They use the medium of dance 

to connect with this 
generation and address 
hard issues that 
teenagers are facing. 
Dance is used as a 
positive influence on 
young peoples lives, 
telling stories of hope 
and encouragement as 
this next generation 
finds it's place in the 
world.  Refined/
Undignified has set out 

to empower this next generation of leaders and give them the strength to 
fight another day. 
  This is their seventh year as a group, which has traveled to schools, 
churches, and youth centers across Saskatchewan, Alberta, and Manitoba.        
They have also toured London, England, and surrounding areas in the 

summers of 2007 and 2009.  Refined/Undignified recently participated as 
a feature ministry group at Youth Quake 2010 at Briercrest and were 
ministry guests at the 2010 CMA Midwest District Workers Retreat in 
February. 
  Their desire is to reach the lost with the hope of Jesus Christ. “We 
have grown to be able to invest into three different teams: a full-time 
group whose focus is touring through high schools, a college team of 12 
that is having an impact on churches and youth centers, and a high school 

team of ten. Their ministry 
encompasses many things–from 
training in dance to mentoring 
relationships and developing 
young people to serve the Lord 
in everything 
they do. 
 The full-time group of six 
members are moving to Calgary 
next month to plant their 

ministry in a larger city where they will be working with local schools 
and community centers to build relationships into youth’s lives.  The 
team’s ministry aim is to impact youth one at a time, under the new 
name, “Legacy One.”  Legacy One stands for “living a legacy for the 
ONE (God),” and “leaving a legacy one kid at a time.”  Possibilities 
include the establishment of presentations to school assemblies, school 
dance workshops, and the establishment through teaching and mentoring, 
of dance teams in high schools and community centers. 
  Refined/Undignified's dynamic ministry is part of the Artist in 
Residence program at Venture Teams International in Calgary, Alta. For 
more information about Refined/Undignified visit 
www.refinedundignified.com.  Both teams are available for bookings; 
Refined/Undignified for short-term bookings, and Legacy One for longer
-term bookings working with church leadership to impact schools in 
surrounding areas.  Both teams can be contacted by e-mail at   
legacyonekrew@gmail.com or refinedundignified@gmail.com.   

What In the World Is God Doing? 
Harvest Fest 2010 may just be able to provide some answers to 

that question. April 16-18 a conference will be held at Cornerstone 
Church at 315 Lenore Drive in Saskatoon. Representative of many 
Mission agencies will have displays showing what God has been 
doing in their part of the vineyard. Each night will feature worship, 
music of Christian groups from other cultures as well as plenary 
speakers that will inform and challenge. The speakers include: 

· Richard Konieczny of OMF International Canada 
· Dr. Abe Ninan of Emmanuel Hospital Association 
· Len Bachiu of the Canadian Bible Society 
· Dr. Glen Dix of Source of Light Mission 
Each evening we will hear stories from the participating mission 

agencies about how God has been working through their ministry. 
Each agency will also submit a ministry project they are working on 
and three will be chosen to receive a portion of the funds raised at the 
conference. The attendance of people from your congregation will 
further the ministry of the gospel. 

For more information please visit our website at: 
http://www.harvestfestsaskatoon.com/ 
 

Refined Undignified 
Reaching a spiritually hungry  
and lost generation. 



Website - www.cma-cmd.ca · Phone 306-586-3549 
2950 Arens Rd E 

Regina, SK S4V 1N8 
E-mail:  

office@cma-cmd.ca 

Welcome 
 Daniel and Sharon Tien, Pastor of the Brandon 
Chinese Alliance Church in Brandon, MB on 
December 6, 2009 
 Cherian and Bindu Poonnoose, Pastor of the 
Milestone Alliance Church in Milestone, SK on 
February 1, 2010 
 Bear and Vanessa Yarbrough, Interim Youth 
an d Young Families Pastor at Westgate Alli-
ance in Saskatoon, SK on December 16, 2009 
 Ryan and Jaimie Siemens, Youth Pastor at 
Cornerstone Alliance Church in Winnipeg on 
January 14, 2010 

Pastoral Changes 
 Kevin and Karla Roberts from Coronach  
Alliance to an Evangelical Free Church in Big 
River, SK, effective March 31, 2010 
 Les Kingdon from non-alliance ministry to 
Worker Emeritus, effective February 1, 2010 

Congratulations 
 Brad and Jackie Williams, Arviat, on the birth 
of their second son, Logan, on December 8th in 
Regina, SK 
 Ryan Van Reeuwyk on his ordination in  
Outlook, SK on January 17th 
 David Tonner on his ordination in Shaunavon, 
SK on February 7th 

 
 

Sympathy 
 To the family of Nobeo Matsubara, retired 
pastor, who passed away on December 28th in 
Winnipeg 
 To Brad and Lorraine Nelson, Pinawa, MB, on 
the passing of Brad’s mother in B.C. on January 
5th 

Thank you 
 Thank you for your generous support of the 
Canadian Ministries Fund, from which resources 
come to help plant new churches.  Giving to 
CMF in 2009 was 4.8% above 2008 totals!  And 
your church’s participation in the District Oper-
ating Fund, which stands at 2.5% of General 
Fund income for 2010, keeps personnel and  
service from the District Ministry Centre 
available to you and all District churches. 

Prayer Reminders 
  Ken Rutherford, Pastor of First Nations  
Alliance Church, in Saskatoon, has been diag-
nosed with cancer.  To keep you up to date 
on Ken’s health condition, his wife Lenna has 
created a CaringBridge website, so that you 
can follow his progress and show your support. 
  Visit the website in two easy ways: 
1. Visit their CaringBridge website at the fol-
lowing link:  http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/
rutherfordfamily 
2. Enter their website name, rutherfordfamily, at 
www.CaringBridge.org. 
50 Days of Prayer - Feb. 14– April 4, 2010 

  ·See page 2 of this newsletter. 

Giving Opportunity 

 Thank you very much to those of you who 
were at the workers retreat and participated in 
the offering for Daniel and Sharon Tien’s 
car.  Daniel and Sharon are our church planting 
pastors in our Brandon Chinese Alliance 
Church.  Daniel and Sharon do not have a car 
and a big part of their ministry involves picking 
up those for church.  In response to this need,  
$3,392.35 was collected from an offering taken 
at the workers retreat!  If you weren’t at the 
workers retreat there is still time to partici-
pate.   Murray Lees has found  a suitable van for 
Daniel and Sharon for $4,530 including a safety 
check and delivery to Brandon.  
 If you or your church would like to contribute 
to Daniel and Sharon’s car fund please send your 
money to the District Ministry Centre.  You may 
make your cheques payable to the Canadian 
Midwest District and clearly marked Daniel’s 
car fund. 

Across the District 
 

PASTOR/ELDER/LEADER TRAINING 2010 
      
     Date   Location   Venue      Contact 
     Apr. 10  Regina     LHAC       Sheryl 
     Apr. 17  Saskatoon   CDAC        Lisa 
     Apr. 24  Gull Lake   GLAC       Gord 
     May 1  Russell     RAC        Pat 
     May 8  Winnipeg    The Bridge     Wendy 
     May 29  The Pas     The Pas hosting   Woody 
           (Al only)   Flin Flon attending 
 
  Plenary Sessions: Realizing our Global Potential - A 5S Update 
            Discipleship Pathways 
  Breakout Session 1:   Elder 101, Pastor’s Job Description,  
                Raising a  New Generation of Leaders 
  Break out Session 2:  Conflict Resolution, Elder 201, 
              Prayer Strategies 
   
 Participants can include elders, pastors and ministry leaders.  Advance  
registration is required through the District Office at 306-586-3549 or by  
e-mail at office@cma-cmd.ca.      
 

  

2010 Women's Ministries District Project 2010 

‘Minahik Wasau’  
Cree for “bay of Spruce” 

Montreal Lake Fellowship Gospel Chapel 

Helping the people 
of Minahik Wasau  
complete their new 

multi-purpose 
fellowship chapel. 

For promotional info:  www.cma-cmd/ministries/women 
Please send funds for this project directly to the Midwest District Office 

marked WM District Project/Montreal Lake 

GOAL 
$20,000 


