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It’s been a while since we last sent out a newsletter, 
and that’s because of staff changes here in the District 
Ministry Centre. 

Let me make sure you know who’s joined 
us lately.  Shauna Archer began as our 
District Missions Consultant at the end of 
July, returning to our 
office after three years 
at Dalat School in 
Malaysia where she 
and her husband Tim 
were dorm parents.  

 
 
 

Paula Doke came to the office as a new 
administrative assistant in October.  

Paula is married to 
Ralph and was the 
administrator at 
Hillsdale Alliance 
Church in the past.  
She is getting to 
know the District 
office scene and the 

workers and congregations that are part 
of the Midwest District.  
 
 

We’re very glad to have both of these 
key individuals on our District Office 
team! 

And there’s another person we want to 
introduce, but we haven’t figured out 
who it is yet!  The search continues for a 
Director of Church Initiatives and the 
hope is that someone will fill that 
position some time in 2010.  A key 
responsibility for this person will be 
working alongside existing churches to 
help with their Sea to Sea multiplication 
ventures and give our new churches the 
attention they need. 

With God’s help, the personnel at the 
District Office are here to serve you and 
assist in whatever way we can.  We are 
grateful for that privilege and pledge to 
continue to stand with you in ministry. 

And I’m glad that our newsletter is 
back in place.  Its main functions are 
connection and communication—
keeping all of us in touch and informed.  
Thanks for giving it your attention! 

Doug Gerrard, Superintendant  
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Saying No... 

I remember the first time I heard the phrase “the need 
is the call”.  It was a very good motivational statement to 
encourage those who needed to get more involved.  
However, I found it discouraging.  

I saw so many needs around me and 

was confident that there were many more 

needs toward which others could direct 
me.  If indeed these needs were the call, 

how would I ever be able to respond to 

that call? 

I am thankful for the wise counsel I 
received from a good friend regarding 

this dilemma.  He encouraged me to look 

at every need as an opportunity, and then 

discern the will of God to establish 

whether or not this was God’s call for my 
participation.  That fit better for me.   

Although my tendency is to want to say 

“yes” to every opportunity, I’m learning 

to say “no” to the things that are not in 

line with God’s “yes”. 
The apostle Paul wrote: 

So be careful how you live, not as 

fools but as those who are wise.  Make 

the most of every opportunity for doing 
good in these evil days.  Don't act 

thoughtlessly, but try to understand what 

the Lord wants you to do. 
Eph. 5:15-17 (NLT) 
In trying to understand what the Lord 

wants [me] to do, I screen the opportuni-

ties through a series of questions: 

· Is this opportunity in line with 

God’s call on my life (God’s BIG 

“YES” !)? 

· Does this opportunity fit with my 

life vision, values and priorities? 

· Is this something I have to do (ex. 

job/family responsibility)? 

· Is this something I should do 

(something that will give great 

return to me, my family, my 

workplace, etc.)? 

· Is this something I would like to do 

(from which there would be 

personal gain/fulfillment)? 

· Are the requirements of this 

opportunity in line with how God 

has made me? 

I have found that praying through these 

questions, seeking counsel from trusted 
friends, and, more recently, asking skilled 

coaches to coach me through this process 

have really helped me discern God’s BIG 

“YES”.  This in turn has made saying 
“no” much easier for me. 

So, how are you at saying “no”?  Do 

you find yourself saying “yes” to things 

that seem to draw you further from what 

the Lord wants you to do?  Do you know 
what God’s BIG “YES”  is for you, your 
church, and your ministry leadership?  . . . 

be careful how you live. 

 Al Fedorak, Director of Leadership Development  

  

 As an outcome of the CMA  “Sea to Sea”  goal to multiply 
 transformational churches across Canada, September 4, 2009 
marked a significant day for the Canadian Midwest 
District and CMA’s Fellowship Gospel Chapel . 
 On that day  the official transfer of ownership of Timber Bay Bible Centre 
from the Northern Canada Evangelical Mission was signed. 

The centre’s new name is Minahik Wasau Center (Cree for “Spruce Bay”) and is 
 located near Montreal Lake.  The 20-acre facility will now be operated as part of the  

“Sea to Sea” initiative of the CMA  under the direction of Pastor Cliff Bird, pastor of the 
Fellowship Gospel Chapel. 
 Pastor Cliff and local church leaders and members have a vision to see the facility used in 

many of the same ways—local church, community outreach, Bible camp and youth programs—

and more, including a soon-to-be-launched Native church leader training program. 



Midwest District Workers Retreat 
February 1 ~ 4, 2010 

  
Elkhorn Resort & Conference Centre 

Riding Mountain National Park 
Clear Lake, Manitoba 

  
“Don’t miss this this opportunity to 
kick back, visit as long as you want, eat 
great food, worship together, hear 
really good speakers, and just pull 
away for awhile. After the busyness of 

the Christmas season, it helps to recharge the batteries and 
rekindle the soul... 
….We have a top notch speaker lined up and as always, 

the venue will  be great.”   
 

Doug and Glendyne Gerrard 
 

   
Keynote Speaker  

Skye Jethani 
  
Skye Jethani serves as managing 
editor of Leadership Journal, a 
publication of Christianity Today International.  He is also 
an ordained minister in the CMA.  Skye has a Master of 
Divinity degree from Trinity Evangelical Divinity School in 
Illinois and is currently teaching pastor at Blanchard  
Alliance Church in Wheaton, Illinois.  Skye is author of  
“Divine Commodity, Discovering a Faith Beyond 
Consumer Christianity.” 

Register Today! 
Cost:  $295 Single · $590 Couple 

Contact Heather at office@cma-cmd.ca indicating your choice 
of accommodations.  Your church will be invoiced following the 
Retreat.  Registrations, first come, first serve basis. 

  

I’ve pondered for a while what I would say in 
this, my first communication to you through the 
Midwest Messenger.   
 I  have thought perhaps a lofty treatise on the theology of 

missions would be appropriate, discussing texts such as Malachi 
1:10-11 or Matthew 24:14 or Romans 10:14-15 as well as an inter-

pretation of Christian history. Or, in discussing history, I could take 

us back to Simpson’s works and his heart for world evangelism 

which was the driving force behind the establishment of the organi-

zation we serve in today.  But I’m really not the theological type so 
the conversation might prove to be rather short and unfulfilling for 

those wanting a good debate. 

  Since I’m more relational and compassion-hearted, I thought 

another approach may be to share some staggering statistics on the 
immense need across the globe, such as the fact that less than 2% 

of all missions giving is directed towards the 10/40 window where 

85% of the poorest people live and where 43 out of the top 50 

countries known for persecuting Christians are found. Or how 

about some encouraging stats such as the 14 new churches in 
Baghdad, arising out of the conflict in that country, or the 3,000 

new believers who come to faith every hour all across the world? It 

would definitely be easier to talk about these exciting trends and be 

inspired by these reports. But then again, statistics don’t tell the 
whole story and with access to the internet, we can all find out the 

information we need so you probably don’t need me spewing out 

facts. 

  

 What is left to say? I think I will just say ‘thanks’ – for the 

well wishes, the prayers, the good conversations in person and on 
the phone that I have had with many of you.  Thanks for all you are 

doing to promote God’s global agenda in your church and commu-

nity.  I’ve heard of and seen some very creative ideas taking shape. 

Thanks for being willing to try something new, to step outside your 
comfort zone and extend yourself for the global cause.  

 Thank you also for praying for and encouraging the interna-

tional workers of your cluster and for highlighting their work in a 

variety of ways so your people feel connected to them. Speaking of 

our workers, for those in the Saskatoon North cluster don’t forget 
that Paul and Cindy Ens are home and will be available to be in 

your churches in the coming weeks. Lois Franklin  can do the 

same for the churches of the Manitoba cluster while she is on 
home assignment. Make sure to take advantage of the privilege of 

hosting these international workers during a Sunday service, at a 
youth event, for a prayer meeting or ladies retreat. They are three 

of the 34 international workers of our district who need your 

support, prayers and investment of time. 

 Two of my favorite verses of Scripture are Psalm 67:1-2: May 
God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us – 

so that your ways may be known on the earth, your salvation 

among all nations.  

 May the Lord bless you with His favor as you make His ways 

known in this district and across the world.  
 
*statistics from www.joshuaproject.net 

 MISSIONS...more than one perspective 
Shauna Archer, District Missions Consultant 



Welcome 
Brenda (Ken) Klassen, Parish Nurse at  
 Morden Alliance on Dec. 1st(2008) 

Waylon (Lisa) Klix , interim Youth Pastor 
at Estevan Alliance on January 1st 

George (Stella) Davis, Pastor of Churchill 
Alliance Church (MB) in  Feb. 15th 

Ruben (Pamela) Artavia, Pastor of the 
Rossburn Alliance Church, Rossburn, 

Manitoba on March 1st 

Cameron (Courtney) Liske, Students 
Pastor at Regina Living Hope Alliance 

on March 19th 

Peter (Mandy) Ralph, Jr., Pastor of 
Youth Ministry at Portage Alliance on 

April 17th  

Brad (Carol) Brucks, Youth Pastor at 
Regina Glencairn Alliance on May 26th 

Jaci Conrad, Children’s Pastor at 
Rosewood Park Alliance in Regina on  

 June 1st 

Rob (Camille) Parkman, Senior Pastor at 
Outlook Alliance on June 13th 

Joel (Carolyn) Cyr, Associate Pastor 
of Youth Ministries at Saskatoon 

Lawson Heights on June 23rd 

Kelly (Lorelei) Cochrane, Senior Pastor 
at Cornerstone Alliance in Winnipeg on 

July 15th 

Albert (Ruby) Penner, Interim Pastor at 
Russell Alliance on September 1st 

Shea (Sharlyn) Durston, Director of 
Youth and Young Adult Ministries at 

Regina Heritage Alliance on Sept. 1st 

Jacob (Paige) Fretz, Pastor of Music and 
Worship at Regina Rosewood Park 

Alliance on September 14th 

Rob (Carol) Winslow, Pastor of Youth 
and Young Adults at Trailview Alliance 

in Swift Current effective October 1st 

James (Karina) Witherow, Pastor of 
Youth and Community Life at Nipawin 

Alliance effective October 1st 

Simon (Jacqueline) Sichangwa, Assis-
tant Pastor or English Ministries Regina 

Chinese Alliance effective October 15th 

 

 

Tim (Michelle) Thiessen, Youth Pastor at 
Circle Drive Alliance in Saskatoon  

 effective November 1st 

Roy (Sherree) Zimmerman, Pastor of 
Tisdale Alliance Church, effective 

December 1st. 

Pastoral Changes 
Rob Hartman from Regina Rosewood 

Park Alliance to unassigned on Jan. 1st 

David Caskey from Pastor at Churchill 
Alliance to retirement on February 1st 

Terrie Todd from Director of Program-
ming and Creative Arts at Portage  

 Alliance to no credentials on March 30th 

Barry Bruce from Regina Filipino to  
 unassigned on April 1st 

Tom McCullagh from Regina Glencairn 
Alliance to RCMP Chaplain (F Division 

– Saskatchewan) on April 1st 

John McGregor to Interim Senior Pastor 
at Regina Glencairn Alliance on June 1st 

Phil Adkins from Saskatoon Westgate to 
Strathmore Alliance, Alberta on July 1st 

Greg Denie from Youth Pastor at Circle 
Drive in Saskatoon to no credentials on 
July 1st 

David Fong from Regina Chinese to  
 unassigned on July 29th 

Bruce Pringle from Associate Pastor at 
Erindale Alliance in Saskatoon to 

retirement (Minister at Large) on 

 August 1st 

Darin Reimer from Assistant Pastor at 
New Life Community Fellowship in 
Saskatoon to unassigned on August 6th 

Ron Goerzen from Prince Albert Alliance 
to leave of absence (study leave) on 

August 31st 

Nancy Durance from Director of Music 
Ministries at The Bridge Church in 

Winnipeg to no credentials on  

 September 1st 

Leta Maksymyk from Director of 
 Communications and Administrative 

Assistant at Portage Alliance to no 

credentials on September 19th 

 

 

Blair Mills from Music Pastor at Regina 
Living Hope Alliance to unassigned on 

October 1st 

Tim Ramage from Interim Youth Pastor at 
Trailview Alliance in Swift Current to 

unassigned on October 8th 

Congratulations 
Ryan and Barbara Van Reeuwyk 

(Outlook Alliance) on the birth of their 

second son, Benjamin Ronald, on 

 February 12th 

Jim and Anna Kedge – Moose Jaw, on 
the birth of their daughter, Molly 

Susanna, on April 12th 

Peter and Mandy Ralph (Portage 
Alliance) on the birth of their second 
son, Silas Alexander, on May 9th 

David Fong (Regina Chinese Alliance) on 
his ordination on May 24th 

 Kyle and Andrea Halstead – Meadow 
Lake, on the birth and adoption of their 

son, Noah Jesse on June 17th  in South 

Africa 

Tori and Todd Young (Winnipeg 
Cornerstone) on the birth of their 
daughter, Molly Isabelle, on July 5th 

Melissa Dunham (Regina Glencairn) on 
her marriage to John Wanjala in Kenya, 

West Africa on August 15th 

Shea Durston (Regina Heritage) on his 
marriage to Sharlyn on September 5th 

Jason and Monique Hodge (Leader 
Alliance) on the birth of their second 

daughter, Rebecca Kimberly, on 
September 17th 

Tyler Rody (Virden) on his ordination on 
September 20th 

Jacob and Paige Fretz (Regina Rose-
wood Park Alliance) on the birth of 
their first child, Havyn Judah on  

 October 13th 

Jeremy Zacharias, (McDiarmid Drive 
Alliance, Brandon) on his ordination, 
December 6th. 

 

Across the District 



So Little…...So Much 
  

On behalf of the National Women’s Ministries Leadership 

team, I want to thank you for your generous participation in the 

National Women’s Ministries International Project 

 So Little…..So Much.  
 We appreciate your focus on 

this needy part of our world. 

To date over $140,000 has been 
received!    Our Canadian dollar 

goes a long ways in changing the lives of many Africans. 

 Because you gave, a school in an under resourced West African 

country is nearing completion. This school, even though it is in a 

strongly Muslim country, is directed by a national believer.  It is 
providing quality, loving and Christian education as a result of 

your funds.  Monies have also been set aside for the purchase of 

medicines, books for a book room frequented by university 

 students, a National AIDS program, and a youth centre.   

With Much Appreciation, 

 
Glendyne Gerrard 

National Women’s Ministries Director, C&MA in Canada 

Rock solid response 
 The 2009 District Women’s Ministries Project Building 

on a Solid  Rock received an overwhelming response by the 
end of this year’s project deadline with 

over $50,000  received!   This far 
exceeds the original goal of $15,000.  

Because of the positive response The 

Broken Arrow Youth Ranch  home that 
houses up to 10 children and the foster 

parents is nearing completion.  Extra items have been able 

to be purchased allowing the home to be functional more 

quickly  than planned.  New children are now arriving. 

 The District Women’s Ministries Leadership team 
thanks the district churches for their generous participation.  

This ministry brings hope and healing to hurting children 

and families.  May you know the blessing of he Lord Jesus 

as you have responded to this need! 

 
Glendyne  Gerrard 

Canadian Midwest District Women’s Ministries Director 

 “Casa Blanca,” a property in the north of Quito will be the center for two 

developing ministries , a teen pregnancy center and a sewing factory. 

 The ministries, aimed at women who are desperate and naïve, will provide positive alternatives for 
their futures.  A Teen Pregnancy Centre will give young women a second chance to carry their babies to 

full term and learn how to be good mothers.  The Sewing Factory will help women who have been 

released from prison earn an honourable income.   A national goal of $150,000 in contributions has 

been set for this project, with a district goal of $50,000.  Thank you for your participation.  Check out 

www.allwomensministries.ca for promotional information or call Glendyne Gerrard at 306-586-3549. 

Brandon 
Chinese Alliance 
Official Opening  

December  6, 2009 
McDiarmid Drive Alliance  

Brandon, MB 
 Pastor Daniel and Sharon 
Tien are in Brandon staying 
with a family from Grand 
Valley Community Church 
while they look for perma-
nent accommodation and 
begin meeting with the Chi-
nese Believers. 

“Transitions” Workshop for  Ministry Wives 
   District Workers Retreat ~ February 1- 4, 2010 

Whether moving around 

the world or an hour 

away,  transition can be 
a stressful and confusing 

time  for adults and for 

children.  In a workshop 

specially prepared for 
the Midwest District Ministry Wives,  Judy Wiebe will 

talk about many of the principles used by transitioning 

cross-cultural workers and apply them to pastoral families 

in their transitions to see what lessons God may have for 

us in times of change or uncertainty.  A special time for 

prayer and anointing for healing will also be part of our 

morning together. 

 Judy Wiebe has worked with our C&MA missionar-
ies for over 25 years; the past eight as Director of Mem-

ber Care in Global Ministries.  Judy and her husband, 

Doug, moved from Toronto to Winnipeg in 2008 when 

her son Chris, was diagnosed with a malignant brain 
tumour.  They are glad to be able to provide more support 

for Chris, his wife Kelly and their young son, Benjamin.  

 Doug pastors the Exchange Community Church in 

Winnipeg and Judy continues to serve the GM team from 

her home office.  

“Casa Blanca,” center for 2009-2010 National  Women’s  
Ministries humanitarian aid international  project 
based in Quito, Ecuador. 



Pastor to Pastor 
The Harvest is broken... 
 You’ve been preaching through the responsibilities of a Christian and in-
variably you devote a sermon on the Great Commission. You challenge your 
people to begin reaching out to their neighbors and they begin to respond. One 
of them, let’s call her Stacy, invites her recently separated neighbor named Kim 
to your church. By now you’re preaching through Joshua and, as engaging as 
the messages are, you can only go apply the main points so far in 30-40 min-
utes. Besides, you have to speak to everyone in the congregation and not eve-
ryone is facing divorce at the moment. Joshua doesn’t even mention divorce or 
come close to addressing how to face one.  

If you’re a pastor in a church that 
reaches out to lost people, then you know 
that, today, the “harvest is broken.” The 
people we lead to Christ are broken, 
wounded and often bleeding from the 
heart. Typical discipleship and new 
members 101 classes don’t cut it with 
many who are new to the Christian faith. 
This is where Freedom Session finds its 
niche. One pastor calls Freedom Session 
“Alpha” for the broken. Truth is, Freedom 
Session is a very effective means of 
evangelism. The name is inviting and 
speaks of hope. It’s less threatening than 
coming to “church” for hurting, lost 
people, yet, if they are loved, most of 
them will show up in your pews/chairs 
within 10 weeks of the program.  

 If we were doing ministry in Ethiopia, 
we would come with food in order to meet 
the people’s most basic needs before 
presenting the gospel.  Any missionary 
would be foolish (or at best, ineffective) to 
present the gospel without addressing 
where people are hurting the most.  BUT 
WE LIVE IN NORTH AMERICA—
where most of the people we minister to 
do not need food, clothing or even shelter.  
What they need is emotional healing from 
the deep wounds they’ve suffered at the 
hands of disengaged parents, sexually 

abusive relatives or friends, rejection and 
divorce.  They also need to be set free 
from the unhealthy means by which 
they’ve chosen to numb that pain 
(pornography, fantasy, workaholism, 
alcohol, people pleasing, homosexuality, 
gambling, etc.).  We can pretend that this 
all gets dealt with when people accept 
Christ, but we know that’s not the case.  
Reality is, when most people invite 
Christ into their “lives” they don’t invite 
him into their hurts, failures, shame, or 
dysfunction.  They “add” Jesus to their 
lives and then they wonder why “Jesus 
doesn’t work for me.” 

And by the way, if you’re a pastor 
whose church is not facing any of these 
issues, then you need Freedom Session 
more than anyone. It will either expose 
these issues that are brewing beneath the 
surface in many church members’ lives, 
or it will force you to begin reaching out, 
because broken people are looking for 
Christ centered programs like this 
because the secular renditions of 
recovery are powerless to produce any 
true measure of healing and freedom. If 
you don’t believe me, just try advertising 
Freedom Session in your local newspa-
per.  This is the niche where Freedom 
Session fits.  It’s not philosophically a 

recovery ministry although most people 
label it that way—it’s a discipleship 
ministry of the broken harvest we are now 
reaching out to and those already within our 
churches who have only a surface relation-
ship with Christ. 

Freedom Session is also the beginnings 
of basic discipleship for any new or even 
“old” believer. One pastor took his entire 
leadership and most of the church he’d 
planted a few years earlier through Freedom 
Session. It has seriously changed his 
ministry. 

At our church—Cedar Grove—where I 
spent the last 10 years as Executive Pas-
tor—we have taken 80% of all our staff/
elders through the program and about 1/2 
the adults in our church.  It has changed our 
DNA.  

When we started recovery ministry back 
in 2001, it was simply because we couldn’t 
handle the counseling needs of the hurting 
people God began to bring into our midst. 
The “what if” scenarios I listed above?  We 
faced them all. Our church faced them all. 
We now minister locally to ~ 180 Freedom 
Session participants every week. Other 
churches have risen up and joined us in the 
battle for the lost and healing for their 
souls/lives.  I’m hoping you might do the 
same whether or not you choose Freedom 
Session to help you. 

We have attempted to make Freedom 
Session as inexpensive, as transferable and 
user friendly as we know how. If you can 
identify with any of what I’ve just said and 
would like to pursue starting Freedom 
Session in your setting, please contact us.    

Rev. Ken and Bonnie Dyck 
Freedom Session Resources  

Please Note:  This resource recommended 
by former CMD worker Robyn Manning. 

Website - www.cma-cmd.ca 

What makes Freedom Session Unique? 
·FS is uncompromisingly biblical and relies on the healing power of 
Jesus Christ and ministry of the Holy Spirit. 
·FS deals with the issues your people are struggling with.  It 
uncovers the underlying wounds that leave people vulnerable to 
escaping pain through alcohol, pornography, codependency, fantasy, 
rage, passivity, isolation or performance.  Uncovered, these wounds are 
then brought to Jesus for healing.  Churches don’t need separate 
programs for every area of hurt or addiction. 
·FS is user friendly with DVD support. All 27 Freedom Sessions are 
taught live on DVD.  Participant’s Guides come with teaching outlines, 
detailed small group discussion questions and a weekly homework  

 
assignment.  For those teaching live, soft copy teaching scripts and 
PowerPoint support are available to be customized to suit local culture. 
·FS teaches participants to personally hear and respond to God’s 
voice as they deal with past/current pain. 
·FS uses 12 Step language to build bridges to the recovery commu-
nity. 
·FS has been proven effective in spirit-filled conservative and bibli-
cally sound charismatic churches.  

Freedom Session Resources  
info@freedomsession.com · www.freedomsession.com 

604-250-6095 

2950 Arens Rd E 
Regina, SK S4V 1N8 

(306) 586-3549 
office@cma-cmd.ca 

 

Freedom    SessionSession  
  Stand strong…Walk in truth 


